
How To Raise A Reptile As A Pet

How To Raise A Reptile As A Pet Are you considering taking the plunge and buying a reptile for a pet? Make sure you
know what you are doing. Keeping a reptile is not so easy and this short article will definitely smooth the way for you and
steer you in the right direction.
You may have admired the unusual looking lizards at your local wildlife center, or perhaps a neighbor may have an
iguana in their back room. If you have not raised a reptile before, let me suggest that you start with a leopard gecko. The
leopard gecko has two very big advantages, and one of them is that it does not get very big. The other major advantage
of a leopard gecko is that is has been kept and bred in captivity since the 1920s, and is among the healthiest lizards and
easiest to keep.A juvenile gecko is quite active, but as they mature they become rather quiet and tame, and can be held
and will take food from your fingers. The adult gecko does not get larger than nine or ten inches, and can be handled by
older children. Even younger children can hold them, but make sure they are supervised to handle the gecko gently and
to avoid picking them up by the tail, or holding the tail tightly. As with other lizards in the reptile family, their tails can
break off. Actually, this might be an interesting occurrence for children, as the tail will be regrown, though it never looks
exactly the same as the original tailLeopard geckos are easily kept in an aquarium or other plastic cage, as long as each
gecko has at least ten inches square of floor space. The cage should be a minimum of twelve inches high. Have a
shallow bowl for water that doesn't spill as the lizards crawl into or over it. The food bowl for the gecko can be something
about the size and shape of the lid for a gallon jar, a larger flat area. You will be using crickets or other insects as food,
and it is better if the food remains in the food bowl. The bottom of the cage should have some kind of paper toweling so
that it can be changed in order to keep the cage clean.One really important point about raising reptiles is to keep the
area sufficiently warm. Geckos thrive best when the daytime temperature is in the eighties, up to eighty-eight degrees.
Nighttime temperatures can get to the middle sixties without causing any health problems. If your house is normally
cooler than that, a lamp with a forty-watt bulb over the top of the cage should create enough heat to keep the gecko
warm. There are also hot rocks that you can buy and put in the cage. Keep the cage out of direct sunlight (because it will
get too warm) and have a screen cover for the top if you have small children or cats in your household.Once you have
the environment, go to a reputable pet store and select your geckos. Leopard geckos come in a variety of colors, and
you can keep several in the same cage as long as there is only one male in the group (most geckos that are sold are
female). They eat mealworms and crickets, and correct care and feeding should be discussed at length with the seller. A
well taken care of gecko can live as long as twenty years.Raising a reptile can be a fascinating hobby whether you are
eight or fifty-eighty years old. Leopard geckos are among the easiest to raise, are easily tamed, and are always beautiful
and interesting pets. Consider a gecko for your next pet.Further articles like this can be found by going to my website at
reptilecaretips.com.

William Milton is a married man with 2 children and a dog called Swizzle. He enjoys all things reptillian and has a
marvelous website dedicated to helping these exotic pets have better informed owners. Go to
http://www.ReptileCareTips.com William lives near London, England.
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